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Following is a taped intepview with Clarence Bryon Wheelep, who prefers to be called
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Bpyon, and will be peferped to as Beyon in this intepview. Bryon is going to state what
exactly happened when he was buynt by chemicals in the Mississippi River off the Moopman

bean dock.

This is Bryon Wheeler, and on Sunday morning at approximately 9:30, we launched oup
boat in at the city park and went down Piver to just above South Side Boat Club. From
there, we proceeded to dive for mussel shells, wopking up piver back towards the car
bridges, Memorial Bridge. We picked up shells in approximately thirty-eight to forty
feet of watep and came in contact with several fifty-five gallon dpums containing an
unknown substance. We worked up"Eiver, just south of where the\sed-wallnaegihs to hoint
out, and pretty c]o;e to that éiea at the base oflfhé pocks, I came in contact witn
fifty-five gallon drums and peceived bupns to my apms and neck. That was at approximately
one o'‘clock. Barrels wéve scatiéied-ffbd-just“north of the South Side Boat Club ub to
ihe area where we stopped. I héQe spoken with other divers, and fhey ;éﬁé diving just
above us. They also said they have come in contact with the bar}els.

Bryon, can you tell me wé;e any of the dive#s you were with, did iﬁey get any burns,
or did any of the othep people Qorking with you on making sure the compressors were
punning and everythfhg, did they witness anything unusual when }ou came in contact with
the barrels,'and if they did see anything unusuali, Q&LT& &ou tell-us whét they séi&-it
looked like until we can ialk with them? o o |

The fellow diving with me was a Lewis Harppison of Louisiana, Missouri, and he also
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Peceived bupns to his left arm, his lower arm, and our boat man suppounding the compressop
and keeping boats away from us, and said that everytime we'd hit-é barré1, he éaid thit it
iooked like a o1l slick or a gas slick, would come to the top of the water and float off.

Do you have any idea how many barpels ape down there, and what theip distance is

from the bank?

It's hard to say really how’mény barrels there is the?e.“.l caﬁe in contact with-'
seven on Sunday, and. Lewis also saud that he came in contact with several barrels, but
their approximately twenty %o twenty-flve yards from the bank.

And the barrel that you feel that you recexved the burns from appvox1mdte1y ahere

was it in re]at1onsh1p to the sea wall there?

It was just south of ?he po1nt on the sea wa]l, and theve s a b1g yellow tie off

for barges, and 1t was pretty close to that.
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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE
CITY OF QUINCY

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE

— 507 VERMONT — QUINCY, ILLINOIS 62301 — (217) 228-4480

JOHN M. WILSON
Chief of Police

August 16, 1989

Dr. Per Brolinson
P.0. Box 49
Frankford, MO 63441

Dear Dr. Brolinson:

Pursuant to an on-going investigation involving Bryon Wheeler, he has
given us permission to request his medical treatment records involving
chemical burns that he received on Sunday, August 13, 1989. A response
as soon as possible would pe greatly appreciated.

I, Bryon Wheeler, do hereby authorize the release of my medical
treatment records concerning the above listed incident, for which
I was treated on Monday, August 14, 1989.

z%m 2Ll b

Bryon Wheeler

fzé2;2?25h17z/

Witness, Officer Ed Moon #166

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

John M. Wilson
_Chief of Police

by Officer Ed Moon #166

. - -

”L% .%rl'e wilh .%'l'a/e and gcyﬂ(ly"._
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[ will be speaking with Brad W. Hudson (3215 Lindell DOB (09-22-56, phone numbepr
222-9327).A Hudson has also been diving in the Mississippi River, between the
Memorial Bridge and the South Side Boat Club, and has come into contact with several

fifty-five”gal1on drums on the piver bottom.
I am Brad Hudson, I hauekbeen diving in the M1ss1ss1pp1 River between the North Side

_ Boat Club and the South Side Boat Club. I came in contact with two op three barrels,
about fifty feet fvon'the shoie; a bloch-south of the North S{oe Boat Club. One barrel
was by the north term{nal from&the grain termina]t So far I haven't peceived any burns
from it.- That is all the information I have. 4 _

Next I w1ll be speak1ng w1th Sam H. Mason (Box 1414 Hannibal, MO, no'phone).

He is a boatman who tends the d1vevs who are in the water.

I am Sam Mason. I do not real]y have anything unusual that I have seen, except for

they had sa1d they have seen two or three barrels here and there in d1fferent apeas, and

we've been raght in that locatlon between the South Side Boat C]ub and the North Side

Boat Club about f1fty feet out. That s al] the 1nformat1on I have.

Next I will be speak1ng w1th John S. Grue of (505 West Jefferson in Camp Point, IL,

phone number 593- 7316 D08 10 10 59).

I dlved in the river. My name is John Grue. I've come in contact with about five

bavvels, in between the North S1de Boat Club and the South Side Boat Club, about fifty

feet out from the bank, and I've got a couple of b11stevs on my toes. I've been diving

there for about a week, and that is about all I have found.
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Next, 1 will be speaking with Todd A. Grigsby, (R. R. 1, Box |Goldsberry, MO

63539 DOB 01-18-68, phone number 816-486-3212).

[ work as a boatman fop Jim Grue, and ['ve never come in conywith any barvels OF

anything, and all I know is what they have said, that they felt bfs down there. You
already have their statements.
- Have you seen any slicks or anythihaucome up from any contectth the barrels o¥

noticed any slicks on the water while you were out there?

No.

I will be speakxng with Jim G. Grue (8 Rivepside Terpagn Quincy, IL,

Next,

phone numbepr 224-2879, DOB 12-29-65).

We h1t two barrels up by the South S1de Boat Club on this sid towards the bridge,

and it pretty much shied away from those. We hit two of them furpr down the wall,

Club.

we've hit one or two of them further up, towards the North Side At the depth

we'pe diving there, you can t see, SO you don't know 1f you've hifone and Pun back into

it, because there is a slight current out there, and you can't tgl your sense of e1rect10ﬂ

1 had a real

but 1 know for a fact there is five in thepe that I hde felt.

very well,

bad rash on my pight foot and up the ankle on my left foot.

s
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I nave talked mth exght people who are e1ther dwers or boatmen wapking in the piver

...... _——— e e -

etween the Memor‘zal Bndge and South Side Boat Club. Of the eignt people I talked to, three

e ——————— e = o s C e e e e ———————

4 bupns on them, and a fouvth person who I have not yet talked to, has burns all over h1s
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The major concentpation of barrels causing the problem appear to be just off the

north end of the south bean dock at Moorman's loading dock, and just off the North

Side Boat Club. All of the divers I spoke to stated that most df tﬁé-ba}rels are_within

about twenty to thirty yards from the bank. The barvels are in thirty-seven to thirty-eignt

feet of water.
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I was pequested by Capt. Mason to start an investigation into the alleged bupns

that Bryon wheeler had peceived wnife'diving for mussel shells in the Missiséippi River

between the Memovialthidge";nd the South Side Boat Club.
{ wenf-to Quincy Technieal School at 4th & Spring and Hé&é éonfacf'with Bryon Wheelcoy.

Byyon said on Sunday,lggggéz;lg,;isag, he and another dive}'fLeuis Harrison) were diving

off the Moopman bean dock fop mussel shells. Bryon_seid the} hdd'been'fn the watep since

approx imately 9:30 that morniné; and about 1:00 PM, he came in contact wiih th}ee fifty-

five gallon drums, whlch were on the bottom of the rtvev Just off the north: end of the
south bean dock. Bryon said the drums were almost d1rectly off a large bavge tie up at
the north end of that ddck. Tne-B;Prels'are in thirty;;eVen te ihirt}-eight feet of
I;atev at tne bottom'of an ineline which'he deecvi;ed as iipvap. Bryon-étated the sea

wall from the bean dock goes down so far, and then this Piprap ang]es out into the river

channel 1tself Br/on stated the barvels were rxght at the bottom of the piprap and were

. hardly Sunken in the mud. Bryon stated he dxdn't not1ce a burning sensation until he came

up in the boat to take a bveak at wh'ch txme his neck and arms stavted burn1ng.

Bryon sald tm;tglaces that seemed buvned on him were places that were not well

protected Dy his d1y’su1t. Byyon said the biggest burn was on the 1eft sxde of hls-
neck, which went around towards the back of the neck, and'ﬁiﬁn—nus right arm. Bryon has
a small buen on his }i;fﬁbarm, which has a]most healed. | -

Bryon said all of the mussels ware dead wnthun eaght to ten feet a'Ound the three or

four barvels he had come into contact with. Bryon said tney had talked to his boatman
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who said everytime he bumped into one of the barvels, a slick came to the top of the

watep and f]oated away.

Bryon and 1 then went oowo to Front & Hampshire in an"atcéﬁot"co“have him show me

uheve the barvels weve but we could not see the locat1on due to the bend in the rxver.

We then went down to Canton Han'ne Towing and asked -if they uould be able to take us up
coere formo_short.tfoe.to gec o.better 100k at the 1ayouc of tho.;iver, so Bpyon could be
more certain about hié location. .

The caocain we sooké to_.oé'réed to cake us to thi.s locatioo ”w-hich'he-di'ld.
As we wepe gomg up, pron was pomtmg out d1fferent locatxons for the banels. Tﬁe

f1 Pst oanels he sald they came in contact with were along 'che south end of the sea waH

at the Moorman bean dock, and that as you go north from there, there are several othev

banels. Bryon said the barrels he came in contact with that caused the burns wepe the

ones at the north end of the south bean dock. Bryon said there were also several other

barrels north of there. Bryon said he is supe that he has bumped 1nto at 1east seven or

eight different barrels.

After returmng to shore, Conservatlon Offxcev Glen Sanders was there waiting for

us off the Canton Marine Dock. 1 spoke with Sanders, and he stated he had peceived a

phone call that implicated Bob Frese in the dumping of the barrels. Sanders said he
would forward a copy of a report that he will wpite in reference to the phone call.
Bryon ana I then came to the station, where I took photographs of his burn areas,

and also had a medical release prepared, which he signed and 1 witnessed.
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Bryon stated he went to the Frankford, MO Clinic. He was examined there by Dr. Per
Brolinson. kBPyon stated he was treated on Monday, August 14, 1989. He stated Dp. Brolinson

told him'they would probabiy_never know what sort of chemicals he had come in contact
With- h o )

Bryon then made‘a taped statement as to what he had done on Sunday, as far as the

- d1v1ng, his Tocat1on etc. N S _ S

A short while Tater three other d1vers and two boatmen came in. The three divers and

two boatmen wepe 1nterv1ewed and recorded as to what their statements wepe concern1ng

the barrels in the piver. They stated they had been d1v1ng in the same area as Bryon had,

and that they probably came across the same barre]s. Two of the d1vers had some type

of bu'n oy rash on them. They stated they not only came in contact w1th the barrels off

the yellow bavge t1e up, but they aTso came in contact with some by the Novth Side Boat

Club, wh1ch also caused pvob]ems. They stated they came in contact w1th at least seven

\ —— - L o .- -

dxfferent barrels.

I spoke with Jlm G. Grue, who stated Tast week he had what he thought was a rash on

the top of his ankles and on the s1de of h1s pight foot. He stated the barre]s he came

in contact with uhen he got the rash were just off the North Side Boat Club, about fifty

feet from the bank in about thT?ty to forty feet of water. Grue stated he didn't think

that much of it at the t1me, and he thought it may have been caused by a new pair of
tennxs shoes he had, but s1nce he had seen Bryon's burns, his rash appeared to be just

about llke his.
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[ then spoke with John S. Grue, who stated he had what he thought to be some abrasions
caused by some sand in his shoes, but upon closer examination, they appeared to be bupns,
as they wepe blistering. He stated the barrel he came in contact with was off the North
Side Boat Club about fifty feet from the bank.

They stated the barpels close to the North Side Boat Club are abdui>ha]fway stilted

N in; but fﬁét the 6né§>fa}thé}~15_fhe sodth along tﬁé Moormanvsgén &ock 5;3 sitting on

fhp of tﬁ;>ﬁud for the most part;_'

The Bther diver [ talked'to; Brad Hudson, stated he had not been burned; but he had

come in contact with segéral barreis on the Piver bottom. .I taiied to théhboatmen, who

were Funning the compres;ors fdi-tﬁese divérﬁ, and they stated iﬂéy noticed nothing unusual

as fap as slicks opr anything e]seicoming up from the pivep bottom.

While on the piver, 1 afggmialked to Darrell Niffen and J&mes VOltik, who are other

divers. They stated they have not come in contact with any bé;éels, buf ihat they had

not dived in the same area as the othep divers. Darrell Niffen'is BryonQQheeler‘s

uncle. Niffen stated he dived off the Moovmah bean dock, but 6ﬁiy from about halfway

down to the south bean dock, to just north of where Bryon got burned. Niffen stated he did

not come across any barrels at all.

TIME AND DATE DICTATED: 1949 HOURS 08-16-89
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